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before believing or spreading stories about
"outside agitators" please take a second to consider how that

perspective is often based upon (and reinforces) the white supremacist idea 
that white people are masterminds, and that black and brown people are 

overly-emotional and easily mislead; that we can't think for 
ourselves, so we just follow the lead of whites.

This zine explores the ways the "outside agitators" myth has 
been invoked time after time to discredit resistance, deny

the existence of the reasons for anger, and prevent solidarity from
emerging among diverse communities who 

have a lot to gain from rebelling together. 



“THE convergence of a class 
rebellion with racism and racial 

terrorism at the center of it.”
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that the government is complicit and chooses not to do anything about this.

 And I think that we have to add to that the crisis that is unfolding beyond 
police brutality in the country, as well, because we all know that the videotapes of 
police beatings, abuse, murder have never stopped. So, the movement that grew out of 
the Ferguson uprising, that became Black Lives Matter, the conditions that led to that 
never actually ended. And I think that what has reignited that is obviously the public 
lynching of George Floyd one week ago in Minneapolis, but also the conditions, the 
wider context within which that is spilling over. And because of that wider condition 
of mass unemployment, of the death that has been caused by the pandemic, that this is 
not just — I don’t believe these are just protests around or against police brutali-
ty.

 But we see a lot of — hundreds, if not thousands, of young white people in 
these uprisings, making these multiracial rebellions, really. And I think that that is 
important. Some people have sort of described the participation of white people as 
outside agitators, or I know that there are reports of white supremacists infiltrating 
some of the demonstrations. And I think that those are things that we have to pay 
attention to, keep track of and try to understand. But I think we cannot dismiss in a 
widespread way the participation of young white people, because we have to see that 
what has happened over the last decade has gutted their lives, too. And there has 
been some discussion about this with perhaps their parents’ generation, with the 
description of deaths by despair.

 So, we know that the life expectancy of ordinary white men and women has 
gone into reverse — something, by the way, that does not typically happen in the 
developed world. And it is driven by opioid addiction, alcoholism and suicide. And so, 
this generation, whose lives really — you know, if you’ve graduated from college, 
your life has been bracketed by war at the turn of the 21st century, by recession and 
now by a deadly pandemic.  And so,  I think we’re seeing the convergence of a 
class rebellion with racism and racial terrorism at the center of it. And 
in many ways, we are in uncharted territory in the United States.

 You know, I think part of what we are seeing is years and years of  
pent-up rage. Many people have referenced the 1960s, have referenced Fergu-
son in 2014, but I think it’s important to say that these are not just repeats of 
past events. These are the consequences of the failures of this government and 
the political establishment, the economic establishment of this country to 
resolve those crises, and so they build and accumulate over time. And we are 
watching the boiling over of that.

 Imagine how angry, desperate, rage-filled you would have to be to come 
out and protest in the conditions of a historical pandemic that has already 
killed over 103,000 Americans, that has had a disproportionately horrendous 
impact in Black communities. I believe 23,000 or 24,000 Black people have died. To 
put it more bluntly, one in every 2,000 African Americans in the United States has 
died as the result of COVID. So imagine how difficult things have to be for people 
to come out in those conditions. So, I think that the buildup around police 
brutality, the continuation of police brutality, police abuse and violence and 
murder has compelled people to have to endure those conditions, because it is 
obvious that there is either nothing that our government can do about this or 
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“nothing makes me cringe more than 
hearing the term “outside 

agitator.”  what it is, is a copout.”

AMY GOODMAN:      Bakari Sellers, I want to ask you about the accusation 
that when they look at a state, who are the outside agitators who are 
coming in. You certainly know, from your family’s illustrious history, 
that when people came from the North to support the push for voting in 
the South during the civil rights movement, that to go from one state to 
another, for groups of people all over the country, for example, to go 
to Ferguson after Michael Brown was murdered by a police officer, 
that that meant solidarity. It didn’t mean that it took away their validity 
when people want to gather to show support. If you could respond to 
that, this accusation of outside agitators? 

BAKARI SELLERS:      So, you brought up a good point. And nothing makes 
me cringe more than hearing the term “outside agitator.” What it is, is a 
copout. Elected officials — and we’re seeing that used to say that my 
own constituents don’t have any reason to have this level of discord. 

You know, they deemed my father to be an outside agitator. They said that Andrew 
Goodman and Mickey Schwerner and James Chaney were outside agitators. So, 
those terms, that terminology, it just frightens me to my core. But it’s also a 
copout.

And I want to piggyback on what my other two friends on this program stated, 
that right now is not the time to just tell people to go home. Now is not the time to 
hide behind sheets of peace. And now is not the time to tell people just to go home 
and wait until November when you can cast your ballot. That’s just not the way 
this is working. We have to have tangible solutions, which leads me into the next 
point.

You know, I’ve heard a lot of elected officials, including, to Dr. West’s point, 
Black elected officials, stand up and say, “Leave the streets, go home, and just 
register and vote.” Well, in '64, ’65, ’68, imagine telling Ella Baker or Fannie Lou 
Hamer or my father, Cleveland Sellers, or Martin or Malcolm that they had to 
just go home and come back when it was time to vote. That's not the way this 
works.
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on “democracy now! ”
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Baraki Sellers' father, cleveland sellers was arrested after 
the Orangeburg massacre of 1968, when police opened fire on 
a crowd of students gathered on the campus of South 
Carolina State University to protest segregation at 
Orangeburg’s only bowling alley. When the shooting stopped, 
three Black students were dead, 28 students were wounded. 
The nine officers who opened fire that day were all acquitted. 
The only person convicted of wrongdoing was Bakari 
Sellers’s father, Cleveland Sellers, a member of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, known as SNCC. He was 
convicted of a riot charge and spent seven months behind 
bars.   Read more about Cleveland sellers in this book 
"outside agitator" by adam parker. 
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 The blind spot of class within the framework of people like 
Tim Wise not only leaves them incapable of explaining class division 
among the oppressed,  it also underemphasizes the material 
foundation for solidarity and unity within the working class.   
Instead, the concept of solidarity and unity are reduced to whether 
or not one chooses to be an “ally.”   There’s nothing wrong with 
being an ally, but it doesn’t quite capture the degree to which black 
and white workers are inextricably linked.  It’s not as if white 
workers can simply choose not to ally with black workers to no 
peril of their own.  The scale of attack on the living standards of 
the working class is overwhelming.  There is a systematic, biparti-
san effort to dismantle the already anemic welfare state.   When, in 
2013, 5 billion dollars was cut from food stamps, it had a direct and 
deleterious impact on the lives of tens of millions of white working 
class people.  
 In this context, solidarity is not just an option, it is crucial 

to workers’ ability to resist the constant degradation of their living 
standards.   Solidarity is only possible through relentless struggle to 
win white workers to anti-racism, to expose the lie that black workers 
are worse-off because they somehow choose to be, and to win the white 
working class to the understanding that unless they struggle, they too 
will continue to live lives of poverty and frustration, even if those lives 
are somewhat better than the lives led by black workers.   Success or 
failure are contingent on whether or not working class people see 
themselves as brothers and sisters whose liberation is inextricably 
bound together.  
 Solidarity is standing in unity with people even when you have not 
personally experienced their particular oppression.  The reality is that 
as long as capitalism exists, material and ideological pressures push 
white workers to be racists and all workers to hold each other in 
general suspicion.  But there are moments of struggle when the mutual 
interests of workers are laid bare and when the suspicion is finally 
turned in the other direction.   At the plutocrats who live well while the 
rest of us suffer.  The key question is whether or not in those moments of 
struggle, a coherent political analysis of society, oppression, and 
exploitation can be articulatedthat makes sense of the world we live in, 
but that also champions the vision of a different kind of society, and a 
way to get there.   
 No serious socialist current in the last hundred years has ever 
demanded that black or latino workers put their struggles on the back 
burner while some other class struggle is waged first.  This assumption 
rests on the mistaken idea that the working class is white and male and 
therefore incapable of taking up issues of race, class and gender.  In 
fact, the american working class is female, immigrant, black, white, 
latino, and more.  Immigrant issues, gender issues, and anti-racism are 
working class issues.  

An excerpt from chapter 7
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These debates are also not new. As Vicki Osterweil notes, news media and 
liberal criticism of looters follows almost every large rebellion, most 
recently the Ferguson protests in 2016. And now they are being rehearsed 
again. People accuse protesters of being “outside agitators,” white anar-
chists, people from out of town, or criminals. Left liberals worry about 
property damage making the movement “look bad.” At moments like these, a 
liberal attachment to previous movements as peaceful, nonviolent, and 
respectable (rewriting the civil rights movement as entirely non-violent, for 
instance) obscures the historical memory of riots, blockades, and looting 
as legitimate forms of response to state violence, or even actually effective 
modes of revolt. Were the freeway marches modeled on “peaceful” civil 
rights era freedom marches and Martin Luther King, or are they drawing on 
histories of riot in the mode of Watts, the Rodney King riots in LA, or the riots 
of Black and brown young people in London in 2011 after the police shot 
another young Black man, Mark Duggan? Is looting defensible? Is it more 
dangerous for people of color to engage in civil disobedience, and how do 
protesters organize to protect each other in the midst of chaotic protests?

by AREN AIZURA

appears in “The New Inquiry”
May 30, 2020



One answer emerged in Minneapolis in 2016 with the formation of a white 
ally group, Wake Your Ass Up, which shut down I-35 on July 13 during the 
morning rush hour. Wake Your Ass Up became a collective of white people 
and non-black people of color. But freeway shutdowns are one thing; 
relieving the entire contents of Target and Cub other stores of their 
inventories and setting multiple buildings on fire may be another.

The people out rioting and looting this week are young, mostly Black and 
brown people. Liberals, media outlets, and city officials may condemn them 
as criminals and deny their political agency; they only recognize the 
legitimacy of “peaceful,” organized protests. Yet the people out protest-
ing are political agents. They know what they’re doing. Many of them 
probably attend or attended South Minneapolis High School, three blocks 
west and one of the most radical political spaces for youth in the Twin 
Cities. South High students walked out to protest Black police killings in 
2014, 2015, and 2016, and if school were in session right now, they would do 
so again. South Minneapolis is one of the most staunchly left, and most 
racially mixed, parts of this segregated, racist Midwestern city. At the 
initial march on Tuesday, I saw many more “Abolish the Police” signs than I 
have in previous years. “Fuck Tha Police” was playing everywhere. People 
have had enough. The march itself was overwhelmingly composed of Black 
and brown folks who already hate the cops because their survival 
depends on it. Yet even white liberals were holding signs that said, “Fuck 
the Police”.

I’m not watching the mainstream news, but everyone seems to be expecting 
these riots to go on for days, if not weeks. We want them to. In this pandem-
ic, after so much gratuitous Black death from COVID, in Trump’s eerie light 
which reveals every white supremacist “bug” of the nation-state as a 
feature, people are done. In a strange turn, the fact that many people are 
currently out of work or not in school means that people can follow their 
desires to riot, or protest, or be on the streets, for as many days as they 
want. They have nothing to lose.

 In that spirit, I close with a statement the Twin Cities-based (and now 
defunct) Black Liberation Project wrote in 2016 (on non-violence, anar-
chists and the Movement for Black Lives). Theirs is a statement that is wise 
to revisit right now:

 "We want to make it clear we are not in the business of forcing 
non-violent methods on everyone else in our attempts to get free. We know 
that it is not possible for a people to be consistently beaten, brutalized 
and killed for centuries with no reprieve and there not be violence recipro-
cated. We do not believe in distancing ourselves or worse, aiding in the 
persecution of those of us in this movement whose tactics are decidedly 
more violent than Liberals would like us to be, including anarchists. We 
understand that we are not responsible for absolving White America of its 
fear that the centuries of violence it has inflicted on us is now being 
reciprocated. This movement is not non-violent. This movement is made up of 
hundreds of thousands of people with varying experiences, viewpoints and 
methodology. SOME of us believe in nonviolence. Many of us don’t. There is 
no one organization of person or group of people who speak for all of us. 
We will get free regardless."



The full article can be found at "The new inquiry":
https://thenewinquiry.com/a-mask-and-a-target-cart-minneapolis-riots/
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 live with the narrow, provincial 
"outside agitator" idea.

-martin luther king jr

never again can we afford to





The text above was accompanied by the screenshot of the tweet on the opposite 
page.  The name of the person posting has been changed for privacy...  but it 
seems relevant to note that the poster was a black woman. 

Tamia Smith (name changed for privacy... The poster was a Black Woman)



many things can all be 

true at the same time.



Many things can all be true at the same time.

MAbye you have one or two instances in your head right now, and you're 
thinking, "but they proved that this one guy was an instagator..." or "it's clear 

from this or that video that this one guy was an undercover cop."  

The point of this zine is NOT to try to convince you that stuff like that doesn't 
ever happen.  

The point of this zine is NOT to try to convince you that you were wrong for ever 
believing any story like that. 

The point of this zine is NOT to try to convince you that movements shouldn't 
take those possibilities into consideration.

The point of this zine is to give context around the long, oppresive history of 
the "outside agitator" narrative.   To show that the "outside agitator" narrative 

is not something new or unique to this situation.  And to show that it is a very 
common narrative invoked to delegitimize rebellion and create division  

amongst protestors.  

i hope this context can be another tool in your tool kit of discernment, and 
i hope it helps you when you're navigating the complicated terrain of social 

uprisings. 



co-conspirators

This is an excerpt from an interview in Mask Magazine with Neal Shirley and Saralee 
Stafford, coauthors of Dixie Be Damned: 300 Years of Insurrection in the American 
South (AK Press).   This interview appears in Taking Sides: Revolutionary Solidarity 
and the Poverty of Liberalism, a collection of essays edited by Cindy Milstein.  

Question:  [Your] book covers many cases of cross-racial alliances, 
and the various ways that poor and rebellious white people were made 
invisible or erased from accounts about uprisings.  You go on to talk 
about how race was constructed as a way to paint rebellion as a 
threat against all white people, thereby misrepresenting the interest 
that poor white people had in the success of rebellions and in partici-
pating in them.  How does this observation inform how you think about 
race, identity, and revolt today?  

BAKARI SELLERS speaking
on “democracy now! ”

June 1, 2020 



Answer: Let’s start with the “outside agitator” as a white northerner, 
anarchist or communist, before we get the the question of erasing rebel-
lious white subjects.   From the early days of chattel slavery up until today, 
the outside agitator theory supports the white supremacist narrative that 
black and brown people are too ignorant or lazy to rebel on their own.  
Even in the distinctly black rebellion in 1868 in Ogeechee, Georgia, where the 
battle cry was “No white man should live between the two Ogeechee 
[rivers],” plantation owners were trying to say it was radical labor 
activists from up north in collusion with the governor who started these 
rebellions.  

We have seen the various ways that the white, outside agitator myth was used 
by the police and their media spokespeople to inflame internal conflicts 
and delegitimize black, armed rebellion from Ferguson to Baltimore in the 
last year.  Not only is is absurd; it’s racist and directly reifies the colonial 
notion that black people were providentially ordained into slavery.  When 
you do this research and really break down what’s going on when people 
employ these narratives, you realize it isn’t just propaganda to disparage 
armed self-defense, arson, and riots.   It also strives to create the notion 
that all white people in these revolts are either cops, infiltrators, or 
outsiders who have no genuine reason to be angry.  That then makes 
developing any kind of actual affinity on the ground- even if it’s just some 
practical shit like washing someone’s eyes from teargas- all the more 
difficult.  
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outside agitators

This fragment of a longer piece by J.B. was taken from “You Can’t Shoot Us All,” published in 

2010 as a pamphlet-size memior of the Oscar Grant movement in Oakland.  This interview 

appears in Taking Sides: Revolutionary Solidarity and the Poverty of Liberalism, a collection 

of essays edited by Cindy Milstein.  

When The South Has Trouble With Negroes- when the Negroes refuse to remain in 
their “place”- it blames “outside agitators.”
-James Baldwin

The term “outside agitator” was popularized during the civil rights struggles of the 
1950s, when southern politicians would blame the growing unrest in exploited black 
communities on the presence of (often-white) radicals from outside the city.  
Presently, it is a term used by Oakland politicians (and aspiring politicians) to try 
to keep the situation under control, to prevent local marginalized people from 
realizing the power they have.  

 Today, we face enemies that we could have never conceived of before this.   
Sometimes, it’s the people who pretend to be on your side whoare the most dangerous enemies.  
The non-profit world has, for eighteen months, waged a campaign against this movement.  
Many nonprofits that function independently of the local government have disparaged us.  
They oppose collective uprising and spontaneous activity because they feel the need to 
control the movement.  These organizations view themselves as the saviors of the downtrod-
den; when dominated people rise up on their own terms, it threatens the position of leadership 
that these organizations occupy in their imaginary worlds.  
 we have also come under attack from nonprofits that operate entirely under the 
influence of the city government.  One of these city-funded nonprofits has taken up a 
full-fledged assault against us, using some of the $2 million in city money it has received to 
wage a propaganda campaign against the unity that we have found with each other through 
this struggle.  This nonprofit has even used city money to pay young people to come to its 
indoctrination workshops, where the organization speaks of the evils of people coming 
together and standing up to their enemies.  
 It has also helped to spread the absurd logic of the mayors office that only people 
born and raised in Oakland have a right to take to the streets.  This micronationalism is an 
attempt to foster collaboration between disenfranchised people and their exploiters in a 
united front against the enigmatic “outsiders.”
 It is incorrect to assert that nonprofits of this type have motivations of their own.  
They are simply the hip mouthpieces of a city government that funds them.  Their agenda is the 
agenda of the mayor’s office and police department.  They use the language of “peace” to try 
to preserve the institution that created them.   We have never been concerned with their peace.  
The peace of the powerful is a silent war waged against the dispossessed.  
 In the past, our enemies have attempted to divide movements from distinguishing the 
“good” elements from the “destructive” element.  This time, it seems the primary division they 
created was not between “peaceful” and “violent” but instead a racial division wedged 
between groups in the uncontrollable element in an attempt to neutralize our collective 
strength.  

 I, identifying with a man whose photograph was not unlike my own reflection, 
wondered if people who did not see themselves in Oscar Grant at least see in his image their 
friend, their neighbor, their classmate, someone whose life was worth fighting over.   I hoped 
that there were white people who, after watching a video of a black man being murdered by 
police, would be angry enough to break windows.  In time, I met these people, because they 
fought alongside use, throwing bottles and chunks of concrete, cursing the police and 
writing the names of the dead on the walls of this city.  
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 When The South Has Trouble With Negroes-
 when the Negroes refuse to remain in their “place”-

 it blames “outside agitators.”

    -james baldwin



From the article "The myth of outside agitators"
https://crimethinc.com/2014/08/20/feature-the-making-of-outside-agitators

This is not outside agitation.  
It is SOLIDARITY.

So long as we understand the problems we face individualis-
tically, we will be powerless against them. Solidarity has 

always been the most important tool of the oppressed. This is 
why the authorities go to such lengths to demonize anyone 

who has the courage to take risks to support others. 
Throughout the civil rights struggles of the 20th century, 

participants who are celebrated as heroes today were 
tarred as “outside agitators.” The term has a long history on 

the tongues of racists and reactionaries.

















by cmc 
anti-copywrite June 2020. 

WARNING: if you reproduce and distribute this without permission, 
you will be really awesome and you’ll be helping movements for liberation

 and that rocks so you should definitely do that please.

CONClusion:

after reading this zine, I hope that it's clear that
the "outside agitator" story is one that has been used over the years

to discredit parts of protests and undermine solidarity.

a good response is to start seeing that story through a critical lens,
whenever you hear it being told.  

but an even better response is to actively cultivate 
that solidarity that those in power are trying to undermine.... 

the solidarity that they are so afraid of.  

They're not afraid of white do-gooders coming to movements 
out of a sense of charity and guilt-allleviation.   everyone knows that

that form of participation is fickle and passes like a fad. 

no, what those in power are actually afraid of is the potential
 that people have When we realize that our own struggles are inextricably 

tied with the struggles of other communities, and we act from a place of 
collective strength.  When we form multiracial movements, and when we 

commit to doing the anti-racist work on ourselves that is neccessary for 
that multiracial organizing to flourish.  

that possibility is very threating to the racist power structure.  
it has them shaking in their boots right now.

Let's do that.  
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